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Welcome to Shiloh United Church of Christ 
Worship 

Pastor Susan Emmons 
August 17th 2025 @ 10:00AM 

 

  MEDITATION       “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding.”      
 

  PRELUDE   “Here I am to Worship”                        Huges 
 

  WELCOME AND CONCERNS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand if you are able) 
One: In a world uprooted at every turn, come beloved of God for 
replanting. 
All: Our hope and weariness are mixed together, yet we come, 
trusting ancient promises. 
One: The Holy One who led the people out of Egypt, yearns to lead 
us, too. 
All: God will not rest until all are re-rooted, restored, and renewed 
for rejoicing. 
One: Let us be joined to God’s song of justice, bearing beauty into the 
life of the world. 
All: May our lives be formed for faithfulness by the One who is 
always faithful. 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
One: Let us pray! 
Loving and Gracious God, form a new song of soul within us. 
Take every fragment of our lives and fashion a new creation. 
Plant us deep in the soil of Your love, that your living water 
might rise in us, forming a fruit of possibility unimaginable on 
our own. Grant us grace to trust your promised presence already 
meeting us here, now, and always. By this, gift us with a new 
strength of heart for whatever Your love demands. Amen. 

 
*HYMN     “In the Midst of New Dimensions”                  #391 
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  UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
One: Let us pray! 
Gardener God, You plant us in a gifted place, but often we return 
sour grapes. In the midst of Your abundance, we complain of not 
having enough or being enough. Your call “to give justice to the 
weak and the orphan; to maintain the right of the lowly and the 
destitute” is easily overlooked or ignored. We are uprooted by 
our own inaction, selfishness, and fear. Re-root our hearts, our 
minds, and our lives in the soil of Your forgiving love. Bear up in 
us a boldness to sing a song strange to the world but known by 
You. Let it be the song of shalom, the chorus of Christ-love, a 
hallelujah rising as the world is mended by our consent to You. 
Yes, plant this anew in us today. 
 

  WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Hear this good word. God can never cease to be love. God has no joy 
in plants uprooted or journeys detoured by distraction. The ancient 
promise of God proclaimed again and again throughout history still 
rings true. Nothing can separate us from the love of God, made 
known to us in Christ Jesus. God forgives you and is already planting 
you anew. This is the good news and you can trust it with your life. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

  EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (Please wave to one another) 
One: Let us greet each other in Christian Friendship. 
The peace of God be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

 

  WITNESS TO OUR SACRED STORY 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 
Second Reading: Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
 

  Special Music  As the Deer   Nystrom 

Duet by  Pastor Susan Emmons and Stephanie Limbert 
 

Third Lesson: Luke 12:49-56 
 

MESSAGE            “The Demands of Faith”          Pastor Susan Emmons 
 

*HYMN                          “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God”                                 #295 
 

  PASTORAL PRAYER 
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  SILENT PRAYER 
 
  THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

  PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS BEFORE GOD 
 

  INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
We live in a more than enough world, created by a God who lavishes 
abundance. Today, we are privileged to join God’s motion of generosity. 
When we add our gifts, God multiplies them for good, and joy 
mysteriously rises. This is God’s will and way. May we be joined to it. 
 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “Doxology”  #780 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
One: Let us pray! 
We thank you, Loving God, that sourness gives way to sweetness 
when we answer Your call to be generous. Multiply these gifts 
and Your spirit in us, that the world may know your life-giving 
will and way. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN      “My Life Flows on in Endless Song”       #476 
 

  BENEDICTION 
May you remember, God has planted Your life and given you a song 
to sing into the world. May it be a song of healing and hope, of justice 
and joy. And may you discover yourself blessed again and again as you 
find yourself joined on the journey with Jesus. Blessings on you, 
beloved of God. 
 

  POSTLUDE                      “Faith the Cornerstone”                       Broughton 
 



5 

 

WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT YOU JOINED US FOR 
WORSHIP TODAY!   PLEASE COME AGAIN! 

 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK: 

Morning Prayer  
Lord, thank You for this day. I ask that You would guide my path today and, more 

specifically, my thoughts, words and actions. Please be with me throughout the day 
and help me navigate whatever comes my way. Most importantly, help me to reflect 
and live out my life in a way that is honoring to You. In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.  

 

Evening Prayer 
Dear Father, I admit that I often forget that You are with me. I often forget what 
You’re like. Would You please forgive me for that? I need to get to know You better. 
I need to get to know Your Word and Your promises better. Help me to put You 
first in every area of my life. Help me to live one day at a time. Help me to not worry 
about tomorrow but instead focus on what You’re doing in my life right now. I want 
to trust in your promise to take care of every one of my needs — financial, relational, 
physical, social, spiritual, and emotional. Help me to trust You more and worry less. 
I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH 
 

Sandy Baboian, Julene Bechtel, Jim Sr. and Rosemary Bentzel, Rosabel 
Bentzel, Helen Byers, Judy Feeser, Dick & Helen Hodgson, Brad 
Jacobs, Joe Jordan, Bev Kirk, Donna Krone, Elaine Krout, Dottie 
Limbert, Catherine Lochman, Arlene Myers, Charlotte Rohrbaugh, 
Cedric Simpson, Steve Snyder, Rick & Sue Trimble, Romaine Walton, 
Elva Winter, Susan Emmons, Jane Harrison, Gloria Melhorn, Lew 
Wallace 

THOSE WHO GRIEVE FOR THEIR LOVED ONES 
 
 
 
 
 

The Repman Family, The Luli/Jacobs Family 
 

 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF THE VOLUNTEERS AND 

MUSICIANS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE WORSHIP SERVICE! 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS: Presented to the Glory of God 
and in loving memory of Rev. Chuck Baboian by Jeanette and 
Bob Heilman 
 

VIDEO TEAM: Lew Wallace, Sallie Hagerman, Dani 

Bentzel, Matt Hildebrecht,  
 

 

LITURGIST: Dani Bentzel 
 
 

GREETERS: Sara Jacoby & Joyce Bowers 
 
 

USHER: Carol Burns 
 
 

NURSERY: Carol Burns & Jessie Sechriest 
 
 

COFFEE CONNECTIONS: Natalie Fuhrman 
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“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here at Shiloh UCC, where God is still speaking.” 

THIS WEEK 

SUN  10:00 Worship 
  9:00 Sunday School (202)  
  9:15 Coffee Connections (gallery) 
MON  6:00 Gospel Choir (100) 
TUES  11:00 Private Event (100) 
  6:00 Missions (Parlor) 
  7:00 Quilt Club (202) 
  7:00 Grief Group (Parlor) 
WED  7:30 Soup Prep 
  9:30 Bible Study (202) 
  5:00 TOPS (202) 
THUR  10:30 Our Daily Bread 
  6:30 NA Group (100) 
FRI  OFFICE CLOSED 
SUN  10:00 Worship 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: 72 
 

 

THE CHURCH STAFF 
 

Pastor                                                  Rev. Melinda LaMontagne, Ph.D. 
pastormelinda@shilohuccyorkpa.org 

717-764-3569 
Pastor Melinda office hours: On Sabbatical From June 1st- Aug 31st 
Director of Music                                                        Stephanie Limbert 
Organist                                                                      Sandra Bamberger 
Family and Youth Ministry Coordinator                              Brandi Shoff 
                                      FamilyandYouthMinistry@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Missionaries in Costa Rica                        Sally Jane and Crosby Johnson 
Early Learning Center Director                                      Allison Hartnett 
Admin Assistant                                                      Courtney Olschefski 
Office Email                                               office@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Website:                                                     www.shilohuccyorkpa.org 
www.facebook.com/shilohuccyorkpa 
 

2251 Willow Road 
York Pa 17408 

mailto:FamilyandYouthMinistry@shilohuccyorkpa.org
http://www.facebook.com/shilohuccyorkpa

