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Welcome to Shiloh United Church of Christ
Worship
Rev. Dr. Rick Pulling
August 31* 2025 @ 10:00AM

MEDITATION "Time to Think: Pause to notice something small and
matvelous today. Whether it's a moment of joy, a glimpse of nature, or a
surprising detail, let it remind you of God’s imagination and care.-
Guideposts

PRELUDE “Day by Day” Kendall
WELCOME AND CONCERNS

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand if you are able)
One: In faith, Abraham and Sarah set out for a new land.
All: In faith, we seek to follow God in our lives.
One: In faith, the church seeks to discern the future to which God calls
us in our age.
All: In faith, we gather now to worship, seeking new life in Christ.
All: God of the present, past and future, guide us now to Your
Kingdom, or Kin-dom, of hope and promise. (1)

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

One: Let us pray!

Holy God, we thank You that You receive us not according to
our failing goodness, but according to Your overflowing grace.
You receive us as we are. You show us what we can be. You have
come to us in Jesus Christ to share our common lot and
reconcile us to Yourself. Sweep over us with Your Spirit, change
us by Your love, that we may sing with joy before You, and live
to Your glory in the world. Amen.(2)

*HYMN “When Morning Gildes the S kies #86

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
One: Let us pray!
Light of Light, Very God of Very God, You have given us Jesus,
Light of the World, but we choose night and cling tenaciously to
behaviors that negate the brightness of Your love and prevent its
illumination of our society. We are afraid; Your light is too bright
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and we resent its penetration of our private lives and secret
thoughts. But we know how self-delusion harms us. Hep us to
submit to scrutiny by the light that streams from Jesus’ cross.
Expose our guilt and convince us of Your forgiving love. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
One: Beloved, the One whose light illuminates our defects and flaws
is the same One who died regardless of them. “While we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us,” offering forever the gift of forgiveness. It
is God who said, “Let light shine!” who makes of us what no striving,
no system can. It is God’s light, shining on our hearts, that makes us
children of light. (3)

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (Please wave to one another)
One: Let us greet each other in Christian Friendship.
The peace of God be with you.
All: And also with you.

CHILDREN’S STORY : “What’s a magic penny?” (All children of God who desire
to come forward for the Children’s Sermon are welcome. Parents/caregivers are
encouraged to accompany their young child during the message.)

*HYMN “Jesu, Jesu” #498
WITNESS TO OUR SACRED STORY

First Reading: Psalm 112
Second Reading: Hebrews 13:1-16

Third Lesson: Luke 14:1-14

SERMON “Is Gold Your Standard, or Bitcoin, or Something Else?”
Rev. Dr. Rick Pulling
*HYMN “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #42
PASTORAL PRAYER

SILENT PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS BEFORE GOD
3



INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

One: As the days become cooler and we know that summer will soon be
segueing into fall, we are reminded of the many ways that God interacts
with the world in order to meet its many needs. The cycle of life goes on.
But more importantly, we are stewards and caretakers of the FEarth
because we are made in God’s image. Let us know share in that
responsibility as we set aside a portion of our wealth with our morning
offering to fulfill our task as stewards of the earth. (5)

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “Doxology” #780
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION
One: Let us pray!
Holy God, whose heart abounds with gifts, receive this offering,
our gifts, as a sign of our intention to live surrounded by Your
mercy, inspited by Your Spirit, open to the joy of Your presence,
hospitable to one another, and generous toward Your world.
Amen. (6)

*CLOSING HYMN “Lord Speak to Me, That I May Speak” #531

BENEDICTION

One: Let us go from this place to reap the harvest of God’s love. Let
us go from this place to continue to sow seeds of justice, peace, and

love. Let us go from this place to nourish and to be nourished,
knowing that God is ever a part of our lives. Amen. (7)

POSTLUDE “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” Ritter

WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT YOU JOINED US FOR WORSHIP
TODAY! PLEASE COME AGAIN!

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH

Sandy Baboian, Julene Bechtel, Jim Sr. and Rosemary Bentzel, Rosabel
Bentzel, Helen Byers, Judy Feeser, Dick & Helen Hodgson, Joe Jordan,
Bev Kirk, Donna Krone, Elaine Krout, Dottie Limbert, Catherine
Lochman, Arlene Myers, Chatlotte Rohrbaugh, Cedric Simpson, Steve
Snyder, Rick & Sue Trimble, Romaine Walton, Elva Winter, Jane
Harrison, Gloria Melhorn
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WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF THE VOLUNTEERS AND
MUSICIANS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE WORSHIP SERVICE!

THE ALTAR FLOWERS: Presented in Loving memory of
our parents, Grace and Lloyd Bosserman and Mary and Clair
Heilman, by Jeanette, Bob, Drew, Janelle and Collin Heilman

THE BULLETIN’S Presented to the Glory of God and in
honot of our daughters 52™ birthday. By Matlyn and Julia
Hahn

VIDEO TEAM: Lew Wallace, Sallie Hagerman, Dani
Bentzel, Matt Hildebrecht

LITURGIST: Jim Baker
GREETERS: Pat & Nelson Roth

USHER: Cheryl Hershey

NURSERY: John Reiber & Nathan Limbert

COFFEE CONNECTIONS: Katie Bentzel

1. adapted from Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship, edited by Ruth
C. Duck and Maren C, Tirabassi, Pilgrim Press, 1990, Ruth C. Duck

2. adapted from Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship, edited by Ruth
C. Duck and Maren C, Tirabassi, Pilgrim Press, 1990, Ruth C. Duck

3. adapted from Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship, edited by Ruth
C. Duck and Maren C, Tirabassi, Pilgrim Press, 1990, James T.
Fatzinger

4. adapted from Flames of the Spirit: Resources for Worship, edited by
ruth C. Duck, Pilgrim Press, 1985, Jeanne Audrey Powers

5. adapted from Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship, edited by Ruth
C. Duck and Maren C, Tirabassi, Pilgrim Press, 1990, Paul B. Robinsonz

6. adapted from Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship, edited by Ruth
C. Duck and Maren C, Tirabassi, Pilgrim Press, 1990, Edwin E. Beers

7. adapted from Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship, edited by Ruth
C. Duck and Maren C, Tirabassi, Pilgrim Press, 1990, M. Enid Watson




SERMON OUTLINE FOR AUGUST 31, 2025

“IS GOLD YOUR STANDARD, OR BITCOIN, OR SOMETHING
ELSE?” Luke 14:1-14

I.You probably know that one of the most secure places in the world is

II. Robert Frost wrote that things he valued in his youth were
but !

A. “Nothing can stay”, Robert Frost wrote.

B. Yet how tenaciously we cling to some of those !

C. Jesus refers to those kinds of by teaching His
disciples how to handle prestige and climbing the social ladder.

III. Luke 14 says Jesus “goes to the  of a Pharisee leader to eat a meal
on the Sabbath.”

A. This is an occasion where the relative of one
human being compared with another is going to be on everyone’s
mind.

B. First, a is the host. They are jealous guardians of
position.
C. Second, the occasion for this gathering is a , where

people come together according to carefully prescribed rules.
D. To get an idea what a big deal this was in that culture

E. Jesus looks around and says, “Lose the chart!”

IV.It’s a hard lesson because it runs to our culture.

A. But there’s a powerful truth here, a truth that all of us in parish
ministry have seen.

B. At the end of our lives, all our accumulation of is of
little importance.

C. The one thing that does stay is the simple, currency of



D. God gives out that equally. Will we accept, receive, and
freely give it away?

E. The more of God’s we give away, the more we find
we have.

A time for reflection, pondering at home, and discussing with each
other:

What words or phrases or thoughts stand out for you from our
scripture reading?

How might those words affect your outlook and guide the way you
live?

What gives you the most sense of security?
Are you clinging to some “golden illusions”? If so, which ones?

What compares in your life to the “big deal” this meal was at the
Pharisee’s house?

When Jesus says, “Lose the seating chart”, what does that say about
our accumulation of gold? What is God’s “gold standard”?

Do you believe God gives out love equally and the more we give love
away, the more we have? What stands, what steps, do you need to
take now that are important to God and you?

Where do you think God is in all of this? How does God show up in
your life? How specifically are you building up your life of faith, in
community, here?



“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome bere at Shiloh UCC, where God is still speaking.”

THIS WEEK

SUN 10:00 Worship
9:00 Sunday School (202)
9:15 Coffee Connections (gallery)

MON Labor Day Office Closed
6:00 Gospel Choir (100)

TUE 7:00 WAM (202)

WED 9:30 Bible Study (202)
5:00 TOPS (202)

THUR 6:30 NA Group (100)
6:30 Choirs

SUN 10:00 Worship

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: 87

THE CHURCH STAFF

Pastor Rev. Melinda LaMontagne, Ph.D.
pastormelinda@shilohuccyorkpa.org

717-764-3569

Pastor Melinda office hours: On Sabbatical From June 1%- Aug 31st

Director of Music Stephanie Limbert
Organist Sandra Bamberger
Family and Youth Ministry Coordinator Brandi Shoff

FamilyandYouthMinistry@shilohuccyorkpa.org
Missionaries in Costa Rica Sally Jane and Crosby Johnson
Early Learning Center Director Allison Hartnett
Admin Assistant Courtney Olschefski
Office Email office@shilohuccyorkpa.org
Website: www.shilohuccyorkpa.org
www.facebook.com/shilohuccyorkpa A

” > Find uson
2251 Willow Road Facebook
York Pa 17408
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