


Welcome to Shiloh United Church of Christ
Worship
“I am the American Flag”
June 29 2025 @ 10:00AM

MEDITATION Remembering Their Sacrifice - John 15:13 — Greater love has no
one than this, that someone lay down his life for bis friends.

PRELUDE “Reflection on America” Wagner
WELCOME AND CONCERNS

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand if you are able)

One: We gather today, not just as a congregation, but as citizens of a
nation founded on the ideals of liberty and justice. Let us remember the
sacrifices made to secure these freedoms and let us also remember the
ongoing struggle for a more just and equitable world.

All: May we be reminded of the promise of freedom and justice for
all, and may we strive to live in accordance with those ideals.

One: Let us open our hearts to the God who is the source of all freedom
and justice and let us seek His guidance in our lives and in our nation.
All: Let us worship God, the author of freedom and justice, and may
our lives be a testament to His love.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

One: Let us pray!

""God, As we gather today to celebrate the upcoming Fourth of July.
with hearts filled with gratitude for the freedoms and liberties that
define our nation. We thank you for the courage and vision of those
who established this country and for the ongoing efforts to build a
more perfect union. We pray for the continued strength and
prosperity of our nation, and for the wisdom and grace to guide us
in the pursuit of justice and equality for all. May we always strive to
live up to the ideals upon which this nation was founded, and may
your blessings be upon us all. Amen."

*HYMN “Eternal Father Strong to Save (Pink Insert)
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UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, in all our celebration, fireworks, parades, and
gatherings we proclaim liberty and freedom. Yet our hearts are
chained by anger, doubt, terror, and fear. We live in those chains,
often not knowing that there is really any other way. We have
become accustomed to our spiritual imprisonment. Forgive us
when we turn away from your freeing love. Help us to place our
trust in You and serve You by working with others for peace,
justice, and hope for all. These things we ask in Jesus’ Name.
Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Reach out! Stretch your Spirits! God’s love has freed you from
oppression and fear! You have been made whole in God’s eternal
love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (Please wave to one another)

One: Jesus sent forth his disciples with a word of peace. We, too, are
bearers of that peace as we greet others in Christ’s name. Please greet
your neighbors with the blessing: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

CHILDREN’S SERMON (A// children (including infants) and youth who desire to
come forward for the Children’s Sermon are welcomed and encouraged to do so.
Parent’s/ caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the children’s message.)
*VIDEO “Meet onr Flag, Old Glory”  April Jones Prince

WITNESS TO OUR SACRED STORY

First Reading: Psalm 33:1-12
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 3:12-17

Third Lesson: John 15:9-13
SERMON “I am the American Flag!” Brad Jacobs

*HYMN “How Beautiful, Onr Spacious Skies” #594
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PASTORAL PRAYER
SILENT PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS BEFORE GOD

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

As we celebrate our nation's freedom and liberty today, let's also
remember to give back to those in need. Just as we are free to give our
time and talent, we are also called to generously support the work of
the church, so we may continue to spread God's love and hope to
all. Let us receive our morning offering.

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “Doxology” #780

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done;

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION

One: Let us pray!

Gracious God, as we celebrate the birth of our nation, we
remember those who have served and continue to serve, both in
uniform and in the everyday pursuit of justice. May our offerings
be used to support those in need, to promote peace, and to build
a more just and equitable world. Help us to be faithful stewards
of the gifts you have entrusted to us, and may our lives reflect the

values of compassion and service that are so important to you.
Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “God Bless America” Pg7)
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BENEDICTION
Almighty God, we thank you for freedoms we enjoy in this land and
the opportunity to live in peace and prosperity. May we always strive
to uphold the values of freedom and justice for all, and may our
nation continue to be a beacon of hope for the world. Amen

POSTLUDE Sortie on “National Hymn” Smith

WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT YOU JOINED US FOR
WORSHIP TODAY! PLEASE COME AGAIN!

PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK:

Morning Prayer

On this week of Independence Day, I am reminded of all those who have sacrificed for
my freedom, following the example of your Son, Jesus Christ. Let me not take my
freedom, both physical and spiritual, for granted. May I always remenber that my
freedom was purchased with a very high price. Amen

Evening Prayer

Loving God, Whenever I'm stressed, anxious, or afraid, belp me remember to run to
you. You are the only one that can calm my fears and end my fretful behavior. Whether
in trivial or heavy matters, 1 know you will not only give me peace; God, you will be
my peace. And when I drasw close to you—in prayer, in reading your Word, in helping
another, in taking my mind off myself—yon will be there, up close and personal. I can’t
handle these times alone, Lord. Will you speak peace and calpr my storms, or hold ny
hand while we walk through them together? Thank you, God. I'm trusting you. In the
name of the One who makes the wind and the waves stand still, in the name of your
Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Our speaker today has been a member of Shiloh UCC for over
67 years! Serving as an elder and deacon. For over 50 years Brad
has embodied the principle of service above self through a
distinguished career in public service. Serving in both
appointed and elected roles, he has earned the trust of
leadership. With a legacy defined by integrity, impact and
unwavering commitment to the public good. Brad remains a
respected voice in civic life still today.
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PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH

Sandy Baboian, Julene Bechtel, Jim Sr. and Rosemary Bentzel, Rosabel
Bentzel, Helen Byers, Judy Feeser, Dick & Helen Hodgson, Brad
Jacobs, Joe Jordan, Bev Kirk, Donna Krone, Elaine Krout, Dottie
Limbert, Catherine Lochman, Arlene Myers, Charlotte Rohrbaugh,
Cedric Simpson, Steve Snyder, Rick & Sue Trimble, Romaine Walton,
Elva Winter, Susan Emmons, Jane Harrison, Gloria Melhorn

THOSE WHO GRIEVE FOR THEIR LOVED ONES

lThe Jordan/Bentzel Family; The Repman Family

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF THE VOLUNTEERS AND
MUSICIANS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE WORSHIP SERVICE!

ALTAR FLOWERS: Presented in honor of my son, Ryan and
daughter, Alissa’s June birthdays by Rick and Sue Trimble.

BULLETINS: Sponsored by Brad and Sue Jacobs in honor and
memory of family's sacrifices in helping to preserve that gift
of freedom.

VIDEO TEAM: Lew Wallace, Sallie Hagerman, Dani
Bentzel, Matt Hildebrecht,

LITURGIST: Bobby Limbert

GREETERS: Carolyn Poff & Jeanie Bentzel
USHER: Lin Heckert
NURSERY: Tim & Katie Bentzel

COFFEE CONNECTION: Tammy Hildebrecht




E EXE EXxXE EXxE

GOD BLESS AMERICA

God bless America, land that I love
Stand beside her and guide her
Through the night with the light from

above.

From the mountains to the prairies
To the oceans white with foam
God bless America, my home sweet home.

God bless America, land that I love
Stand beside her and guide her
Through the night with the light from

above.

From the mountains to the prairies
To the oceans white with foam
God bless America, my home sweet home.

CCLI 1360554



“WNo matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome bere at Shiloh UCC, where God is still speaking.”

THIS WEEK
SUN 10:00 Worship

9:00 Sunday School (202)

9:15 Coffee Connections (gallery)
MON 6:00 Gospel Choir (100)
WED 9:30 Bible Study (202)

5:00 TOPS (202)
THUR 6:30 NA Group (100)
FRI OFFICE CLOSED
SUN 10:00 Worship

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: 77
THE CHURCH STAFF

Pastor Rev. Melinda LaMontagne, Ph.D.

pastormelinda@shilohuccyorkpa.org
717-764-3569

Pastor Melinda office hours: On Sabbatical From June 1%- Aug 31st

Director of Music Stephanie Limbert
Organist Sandra Bamberger
Family and Youth Ministry Coordinator Brandi Shoff
FamilyandYouthMinistry@shilohuccyorkpa.org
Missionaries in Costa Rica Sally Jane and Crosby Johnson
Early Learning Center Director Allison Hartnett
Admin Assistant Courtney Olschefski
Office Email office@shilohuccyorkpa.org
Website: www.shilohuccyorkpa.org
www.facebook.com/shilohuccyorkpa _
” > Find us on
Facebook
2251 Willow Road
York Pa 17408
York Pa 17408
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