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Welcome to Shiloh United Church of Christ 
Worship 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 14th 2025 @ 10:00 AM 

  MEDITATION 

Joy is prayer; joy is strength: joy is love; joy is a net of love by which you 

can catch souls.     ~ Mother Teresa 
 

  PRELUDE  The Holly and the Ivy   Anderson 
 

  WELCOME AND CONCERNS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

One: In the midst of the barren land, 

All: flowers burst into bloom. 

One: In the midst of the dry desert, 

All: streams of water flow. 

One: In the midst of sorrow and sighing, 

All: joy and gladness are born.  

One: We shall see the glory of God! We'll strengthen weak hands, and 

support feeble knees;  

All: we'll encourage the fearful and calm the anxious: Rejoice! Be 

strong! God is with us! Come, let us worship God! 
 

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

One: Let us pray! 

God of Glory, we rejoice in the good news of your promises. Come 

into our parched world and shower us with the water of life. Enter 

into our brokenness, and renew us with the strength of your love. Be 

born anew in our hearts and in our world. Come, Emmanuel, come. 

We are ready! Amen. 
 

*HYMN “Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn” #107 
 

LIGHTING THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE THE PROMISE OF JOY 
 

Reader: In the midst of our waiting and longing for God to make the world 

right again, we cling to the truth that God has saved, God is saving, and 

God will save. So today, we join our voices with the prophet Isaiah, who 

calls us to live in the joy of the truth of God’s salvation. 
 

All: We choose to believe that the day is coming when “the ransomed 

of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting 

joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 

sorrow and sighing shall flee away” (Isaiah 35:10). 
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Reader: We light this candle of joy as a sign of the Truth that sets us free 

to live in joy as we wait and work for the day when all creation will 

flourish together. 
 

(Light the third/pink candle of the Advent wreath.) 
 

*HYMN “One Candle Is Lit”                Insert (vs. 3) 
 

  CHILDREN’S SERMON 

All children of God who desire to come forward for the Children’s Sermon 

are welcomed. Parents are encouraged to accompany their young children 

during the message. 
 

*HYMN “Emmanuel, Emmanuel”                    Insert 
 

  WITNESS TO OUR SACRED STORY 
 

First Reading: Psalm 146:5-10 

Second Reading: James 5:7-10 
 

  HANDBELL CHOIR                “Fantasy on French Carols”           Arr. Helman 
 

Third Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

  SERMON                                                       “JOY”                               Pastor Melinda 
 

*HYMN “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” #131 
 

  PASTORAL PRAYER 

  SILENT PRAYER 
 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

  PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERING BEFORE GOD 
 

  INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  

The day of rejoicing is coming, the prophet Isaiah says, and we await it 

together; our gifts in this season of waiting help us to strengthen one 

another and to offer God's joy to the world. Let us gather our gifts together 

and present them as an offering to God. 
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*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “What Child is This”                #148  (Vs 3) 
 

Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrh; come, join in jubilation;  

The Holy child, though meek and mild, has come with God’s salvation. 

Raise, raise the song on high, the mother sings her lullaby;  

Joy , joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the child of Mary. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

One: Let us pray! 

Generous God, you have given us all that we have and all that we are. 

We thank you for the opportunity to respond to your love and 

generosity by sharing our gifts with others. Our hearts sing with joy 

as we work with you to bring peace and hope into our world. As we 

prepare for the coming of your Son, may our lives proclaim your good 

news for all throughout the earth. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN “Good Christian Friends Rejoice” #129 
 

  BENEDICTION 

One: May the Creator God fill you until you overflow with joy.  

May the coming of the Christ Child  

free you until you gladly share your song.  

May the Holy Spirit empower you to love everyone with God's love.  

In Advent, and throughout the year, may you be inspired to share the good 

news of God’s love for all.  

All: Amen. 
 

  POSTLUDE  Emmanuel    Peterson 
 

 
PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK 

 

Morning prayer (Adrian Rogers) 
Lord, I am weary and don’t know when this “race” will end in my life. I 
feel like I’ve been running forever, trying to outrun this trial. Help me to 
stop trying to outrun my pain but rather run with endurance the race you 
have set before me. I know that because of you I am ultimately a victor 
over the trials in my life. I know that nothing in this world can separate 
me from your steadfast love. Please give me a measure of your love today; 
give me the strength to endure this trial. Thank you for your love for me 
that never ends! And thank you for the crown of joy that awaits me 
forever in your Kingdom! In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Evening Prayer (Julie Palmer) 
Dear Father in Heaven, here, safe with you, I drink in your peace. Help 
me to sift through the many experiences, feelings and thoughts I have 
encountered today. I allow myself to rest, to wind down and to be still. 
Help me to surrender all I am to you, my fatigue, my concerns, my hopes 
and fears. As I sleep tonight, I choose to hold your hand. I choose to live 
with you. I choose to believe, I choose to trust, and I choose you always. 
In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH 
 

Sandy Baboian, Julene Bechtel, Jim Sr. and Rosemary Bentzel, Rosabel 
Bentzel, Helen Byers, Judy Feeser, Dick & Helen Hodgson, Joe Jordan, 
Bev Kirk, Donna Krone, Elaine Krout, Dottie Limbert, Catherine 
Lochman, Arlene Myers, Charlotte Rohrbaugh, Cedric Simpson, Steve 
Snyder, Rick & Sue Trimble, Romaine Walton, Elva Winter, Gloria 
Melhorn , Noah Olschefski, Fay Myers 

 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF THE VOLUNTEERS AND  
MUSICIANS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE WORSHIP SERVICE! 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: Presented in loving memory of Russell 
Brenneman and Curvin and Pauline Kindig, and Charles 
Hershey. By Cheryl and Jeff Hershey 
 
BULLETINS:           Happy Holidays !!     ~ Jeff and Cheryl Hershey 
 

LITURGIST: John Reiber 
 

GREETERS: Jack and Diane Jordan 
 

USHER: Steve Sechriest 
 

NURSERY:  Tim & Katie Bentzel 
 

COFFEE CONNECTION  Brad & Sue Jacobs 
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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here at Shiloh UCC, where God is still speaking.” 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

SUN  10:00 Worship 
  8:45  Wired Word (124) & Sunday School (202)  
  9:15 Coffee Connections (gallery) 
MON  5:30 Gospel Choir (100) 
  6:30 Property Meeting (202) 
TUES  6:00 Children’s Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
  6:30  Quilt Club (202) 
  7:00 Grief Group (Parlor) 
WED  7:30 Soup Prep 
  9:30 Bible Study (202) 
  5:00 TOPS (202) 
  7:00 Advent Study (202) 
THUR  10:30 Our Daily Bread 
  6:30 Choirs 
  6:30  NA Group (100) 
FRI  12:00 Woman’s Social 
SUN  10:00 Worship 
  12:00 PRIVATE EVENT (100) 

ELC XMAS PROGRAM WILL BE TUESDAY – FRIDAY IN SANCTUARY 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: 93 
 

THE CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor                                                            Rev. Melinda LaMontagne, Ph.D. 

pastormelinda@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
717-764-3569 

Pastor Melinda office hours: Tue, Wed, Thur 9AM-1PM 
Director of Music                                                                  Stephanie Limbert 
Organist                                                                                Sandra Bamberger 
Family and Youth Ministry Coordinator                                        Brandi Shoff 
                                                FamilyandYouthMinistry@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Missionaries in Costa Rica                                  Sally Jane and Crosby Johnson 
Early Learning Center Director                                                Allison Hartnett 
Admin Assistant                                                                Courtney Olschefski 
Office Email                                                          office@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Website:                                                                www.shilohuccyorkpa.org 
www.facebook.com/shilohuccyorkpa 
 

2251 Willow Road 
York Pa 17408 
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