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Welcome to Shiloh United Church of Christ
Worship
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21% 2025 @ 10:00 AM

MEDITATION

"Lord Jesus Christ, Thou Son of the Most High, Prince of Peace, be born
again into our world. Wherever there is war in this world, wherever there is
pain, wherever there is loneliness, wherever there is no hope, come, thou
long-expected one, with healing in thy wings." - Frederick Buechner (From
The Hungering Dark)

PRELUDE “God Rest Ye Merry” Page
Duet- Dani Bentzel & Sandy Bamberger

WELCOME AND CONCERNS

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: We are always looking for evidence that God is with us.
All: That sign is in the One to come- the One that God is sending.

One: We want to know for sure that everything is in God’s care.
All: And so we cry to the heavens in our distress. Our cries are heard!
God is responding in love.

One: Let us come before God with expectant hearts and spirits!
All: Let us be ready to receive the blessed gift of the Savior. Let us
worship Emmanuel, God-with-us!

*HYMN “Once in Royal David’s City” #145

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION

One: Let us pray!

Lord of all life, help us open our hearts to hear the words of promise
and love that you send to us this morning. Like Joseph, may we trust
in your abiding love and power. Prepare us to receive your gift of
grace and peace. Restore in us a childlike wonder, and a belief that
dreams really do come true. We call on your name. Be with us and in
us, Emmanuel. Amen.
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LIGHTING THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE THE PROMISE OF LOVE

Reader: Today, we come face to face with the scandal of Advent: Mary, the
unmarried mother; God Incarnate growing in Mary’s womb as a vulnerable
baby; Joseph contemplating leaving Mary because of her pregnancy; God’s
love at work in ways that society and propriety could not understand; God
calling Mary and Joseph to faithfulness despite the fear of disgrace.

All: With Mary and Joseph, we choose to wait, watch, and listen for the
way of Love instead of responding in fear to the world’s judgment.

Second Reader: We light this candle of love as a sign of our faithfulness as
we seek, find, and follow Emmanuel, God with us.

(Light the fourth candle of the Advent wreath.)

*HYMN “One Candle Is Lit” Insert (vs. 4)

CLOSING PRAYER
O Lord God, there is nothing greater than the love you showed us when
you have your only Son to a world in dire need of his ministry. Help us to
accept this love freely into our hearts so we can become more faithful
vessels of your glory. We pray this in your name, O God. Amen.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR

CHILDREN’S SERMON
All children of God who desire to come forward for the Children’s Sermon
are welcomed. Parent’s/caregivers are encouraged to accompany their
young child(ren) during the message.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR
*HYMN “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” #105

WITNESS TO OUR SACRED STORY
Isaiah 7:10-16
CHANCEL CHOIR “Advent Prayer” Liebergen

Psalm 80:1-7

MEN’S CHORUS “Jesus Christ Is Coming!” Shafferman
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Psalm 80:17-19

HANDBELL CHOIR “Bethlehem” Helman
MEN’S CHORUS “Our Christman Song” Althouse
Romans 1:1-7

HANDBELL CHOIR “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy”  Meyer

Matthew 1:18-23

CHANCEL CHOIR “Angels Rejoicin” Liebergen
*HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” #133
PASTORAL PRAYER
SILENT PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERING BEFORE GOD

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

We are living, breathing messages of God’s love for the world. This is
our work of faith and our labor of love and our steadfastness of hope in
Jesus Christ. Like the earliest Christians, we are here in this holy place
because of the commitment, faith and generosity of others who shared the
good news of the gospel in their time. So we turn now, in our time, and
share our faith and our commitment through generous giving to support
the ministry of Shiloh UCC in Christ’s name. Let us gather our gifts
together and offer them to God in gratitude and praise.

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “What Child is This” #148 (Vs 3)

Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrh; come, join in jubilation;
The Holy child, though meek and mild, has come with God’s salvation.
Raise, raise the song on high, the mother sings her lullaby;

Joy , joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the child of Mary.
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
One: Let us pray!
With these gifts, dear God, accept the praise and thanksgiving of our
hearts, which rejoice in your goodness and love. Let our gifts point to
your presence in the world, and further your dream for the world
through Jesus Christ, who is Emmanuel, God-with-us. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” #144

BENEDICTION
One: Go forth with a dream in your soul and a song in your heart, knowing
that God's promises are always fulfilled. The time is almost here. Get ready
for wonder!
All: Amen.

POSTLUDE “’Rejoice and Be Merry” Kendall

PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK:
Morning Prayer A Christmas Prayer by Robert Louis Stevenson
Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the
song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and worship of the wise
men.
Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let
kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. Deliver
us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry
with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, and Christmas
evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven,
for Jesus' sake. Amen.

Evening Prayer For Sweet Sleep by Lysa TerKeurst

Heavenly Father, who gives rest to His children — will You wash over me a
peace that passes all understanding as I lay down to sleep tonight? I ask that
You would ease the load of the burdens I am carrying. My desire is to be an
effective mother (father), wife (husband), and friend and I know my attitude,
energy level, and spiritual life will not be sufficient to do this if [ don’t have
the deep spiritual rest You long to give me. Be merciful, O Lord, and give
sweet sleep to Your child. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.



PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH

Sandy Baboian, Julene Bechtel, Jim Str. and Rosemary Bentzel, Rosabel
Bentzel, Helen Byers, Judy Feeser, Dick & Helen Hodgson, Joe Jordan,
Bev Kirk, Donna Krone, Elaine Krout, Dottie Limbert, Catherine
Lochman, Arlene Myers, Charlotte Rohrbaugh, Cedric Simpson, Steve
Snyder, Rick & Sue Trimble, Romaine Walton, Elva Winter, Gloria
Melhorn , Noah Olschefski, Fay Myers

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF THE VOLUNTEERS AND
MUSICIANS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE WORSHIP SERVICE!

ALTAR FLOWERS: Presented in honor of my parents, Richard
and Audrey Hoffman by Lynn Heckert

BULLETIN: Presented to the glory of God & to our friends and
families both near and far. We wish everyone a very Merry
Christmas & a blessed and Healthy New Year. By Debbie and
Bob Myers

VIDEO TEAM: Lew Wallace, Sallie Hagerman, Dani
Bentzel, Matt Hildebrecht

LITURGIST: Patti Goodyear

GREETERS: Sallie Hagerman & Natalie Furhman

USHER: Mark Garber
NURSERY: Carol Burns & Jessie Sechriest

COFFEE CONNECTION Katie Bentzel
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128 - One Candle Is Lit

1. Come sure- ly, Lord

Je - sus, as. dawn fol-lows night,
2. Come quick-ly, sha - Iom, teach us how fo pre - pare
3. Come, fes- tive - ly sing while a - wait-ing the. birth,

4. Come, wan- der where L - on and  lamb gent-ly = play,
5. Come, ls - ten, the sounds of God - with- us ring clear,
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2. for a gift that com - pels us with jus - tice to = care.
3. join an - gels in  danc-ing from heav- en to earth.
4. where e - vil is ban-ished and “faith takes the  day,
5 and signs of a cross in the . dis- tance ap:- pear.
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1. Sal - wva- tion, draw  near wus, our vi- sion en - gage.
2. Our spir - its are rest - less  ill sin and war cease. -
3. Wave ban-ners ' of -  good news, lift high thank-ful prafse.
4 a babe in a marn - ger to fool the world’s eyes.

5. The Word once made  flesh, yet the Word ev - er near.
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can- dle is lit for the hope of the age.
can-dle is lit for the reign of God’s peace.
can-dle is lit for the joy of these days.
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can- dle is lit for God’s lov- ing sur - prise.
can-dle is lit for the  Christ-birth- day here.
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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here at Shiloh UCC, where God is still speaking.”

THIS WEEK

SUN 10:00 Worship
8:45 Wired Word (124) & Sunday School (202)
9:15 Coffee Connections (gallery)

MON 5:30 Gospel Choir (100)

TUES 8:00 Men’s Chorus

WED 3&7 Christmas Eve Services

THUR OFFICE CLOSED

FRI OFFICE CLOSED

SUN 10:00 Worship

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK:

THE CHURCH STAFF
Pastor Rev. Melinda LaMontagne, Ph.D.
pastormelinda@shilohuccyorkpa.org
717-764-3569

Pastor Melinda office hours: Tue, Wed, Thur 9AM-1PM

Director of Music Stephanie Limbert
Organist Sandra Bamberger
Family and Youth Ministry Coordinator Brandi Shoff

FamilyandYouthMinistry@shilohuccyorkpa.org
Missionaries in Costa Rica Sally Jane and Crosby Johnson
Early Learning Center Director Allison Hartnett
Admin Assistant Courtney Olschefski
Office Email office@shilohuccyorkpa.org
Website: www.shilohuccyorkpa.org
www.facebook.com /shilohuccyorkpa :

Find uson
2251 Willow Road Facebook
York Pa 17408
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