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Welcome to Shiloh United Church of Christ 
Worship 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 28th  2025 @ 10:00 AM 

  MEDITATION 

"Give light, and the darkness will disappear of itself." – Desiderius Erasmus 

 

  PRELUDE        “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”              Smith 
 

  WELCOME AND CONCERNS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. In Him was life, and the life was the Light of all 

people.  

 

People: The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.  

 

Leader: The true light, which gives light to everyone, has come into the 

world! Let us open our hearts to the Light and worship the living God.  

 

People: Amen. Let us worship God! 
 

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

One: Let us pray! 

Almighty God, Logos, source of all creation and light of all the world: 

As we gather in this place, we pray that your Holy Spirit would 

descend upon us. Open our minds to understand the profound 

mystery of the Word made flesh, Christ Jesus. Silence the noise within 

us and illuminate the scriptures, that through this time of worship, we 

may receive your fullness, grace upon grace, and be transformed to 

reflect your glory. In the name of Jesus, the Word Incarnate, we pray. 

Amen. 
 

*HYMN “Angels From the Realms of Glory” #126 
 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Father, I embrace that I have sinned.  I understand there remains 

ungodliness within me.  I confess I’m not like You, as Your light has 

revealed this to me.  So Father, I confess my sin before You. (Take a 

moment and confess as many specific sins as you can think of.) 

Thank You that as soon as my confession leaves my lips, then I am 

forgiven. As soon as the thought of confession crosses my mind…the 
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moment my heart moves toward You in humility, the Holy Spirit is 

applying the blood of Jesus to my life. I don’t want to say or imply 

that I’ve never sinned or that I have attained a place of sinless 

perfection. This would turn You into a liar.  It would also hurt my 

relationship with You and others. So Holy Spirit, remind me to 

acknowledge my weakness and failures before the Father and other 

people in Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

  WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him. (John 3:16-17) 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 

  CHILDREN’S SERMON  “The Word Became Flesh!” 

All children of God who desire to come forward for the Children’s Sermon 

are welcomed. Parents are encouraged to accompany their young children 

during the message. 
 

*HYMN                       “Jesus Our Brother Strong and Good”                 #138 
 

  WITNESS TO OUR SACRED STORY 
 

First Reading: Hebrews 2:10-18 

Second Reading: Isaiah 63:7-9 
 

  SPECIAL MUSIC                
 

Third Reading: John 1:1-18 
 

  SERMON                          “The Light Is Still Here”                Andrew Boyer 
 

*HYMN            “What Child is This” #148 
 

  PASTORAL PRAYER 

  SILENT PRAYER 
 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

  PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERING BEFORE GOD 
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  INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  

"John reminds us that 'He gave power to become children of God' (v. 12). 

Everything we have—our very identity, life, and hope—is a gift of grace 

from the Word made flesh. Our offering is not a payment, but a joyful, 

grateful response to this immense gift. Let us dedicate our resources—our 

time, talents, and treasure—to the extension of the Light and Life of Christ 

in the world. May these gifts testify to the glory we have seen." 
 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “What Child is This”                #148  (Vs 3) 
 

Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrh; come, join in jubilation;  

The Holy child, though meek and mild, has come with God’s salvation. 

Raise, raise the song on high, the mother sings her lullaby;  

Joy , joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the child of Mary. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

One: Let us pray! 

"Holy God, we dedicate these gifts back to You. As we have received 

from the fullness of Christ's grace, we offer a portion of what you 

have given us. Use these resources to make the Word known, to shine 

the Light in dark places, and to empower others to become your 

children. May our gifts, like our lives, be an ongoing act of receiving 

and reflecting the glory of Jesus Christ, our Word made flesh. 

Amen." 

 

*CLOSING HYMN “Angels We Have Heard on High” #125 
 

  BENEDICTION 

One: Go now, knowing that the Word became flesh and has dwelt among 

you. May you be filled with the glory you have seen, And may you go 

forth to share the grace upon grace you have received. And the blessing of 

God Almighty, the Father, the Word (Son), and the Holy Spirit, be with 

you and remain with you always. Amen. 

All: Amen. 
 

  POSTLUDE  “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”  Mansfield 
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PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Morning prayer  
God of the Dawn, as the physical sun rises, we pray for the True Light of 
Jesus Christ to enlighten this new day. May our minds be clear, our hearts 
be pure, and our wills be surrendered to your Word. Guide our steps, 
illuminate the darkness we encounter, and give us the boldness to live 
today as your children—full of grace and truth. Equip us to be witnesses 
to the Light, showing others the path to life in You. We commit this day 
to your glory. Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer  
Merciful, gracious Heavenly Father, I come in Jesus’ Name to thank You 
for sending Your Son Jesus and exalting His Name above every other 
name. It is because of Him being the light of the world and what that 
represents (knowledge of God’s glory and holiness) and my personal 
relationship with Him that I do not have to be fearful of living in this 
uncertain and evil world. In John 8:12, Jesus said, “‘I am the light of the 
world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light 
of life. Amen. https://timewithourcreator.com/2023/07/06/prayer-
about-jesus-as-the-light-ofthe-world-based-on-john-812/ 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH 
 

Sandy Baboian, Julene Bechtel, Jim Sr. and Rosemary Bentzel, Rosabel 
Bentzel, Helen Byers, Judy Feeser, Dick & Helen Hodgson, Joe Jordan, 
Bev Kirk, Donna Krone, Elaine Krout, Dottie Limbert, Catherine 
Lochman, Arlene Myers, Charlotte Rohrbaugh, Cedric Simpson, Steve 
Snyder, Rick & Sue Trimble, Romaine Walton, Elva Winter, Gloria 
Melhorn , Noah Olschefski, Fay Myers 

 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF THE VOLUNTEERS AND  
MUSICIANS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE WORSHIP SERVICE! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://timewithourcreator.com/2023/07/06/prayer-about-jesus-as-the-light-ofthe-world-based-on-john-812/
https://timewithourcreator.com/2023/07/06/prayer-about-jesus-as-the-light-ofthe-world-based-on-john-812/


6 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: I would like to thank everyone who 
sponsored flowers this past year to make our sanctuary bright 
and beautiful. Have a blessed New Year!!  Connie Redman 
 
BULLETINS: In celebration of Natalie Fuhrman’s birthday. 
Love mom and Family 
 

LITURGIST: Brad Jacobs 
 

GREETERS: Lonny and Mary Neiman 
 

USHER: Connie Redman 
 

NURSERY:  Sallie Hagerman & Natalie Fuhrman 
 

COFFEE CONNECTION: Mary Reiber 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITATIONS USED 
https://www.royalperspectives.com/a-prayer-of-confession-based-on-1-john-

18-10 
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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here at Shiloh UCC, where God is still speaking.” 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

SUN  10:00 Worship 
  8:45  Wired Word (124) & Sunday School (202)  
  9:15 Coffee Connections (gallery) 
MON  5:30 Gospel Choir (100) 
WED  9:30 Bible Study (202) 
  5:00 TOPS (202) 
THUR  OFFICE CLOSED 
SUN  10:00 Worship 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: 98 
 

THE CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor                                                            Rev. Melinda LaMontagne, Ph.D. 

pastormelinda@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
717-764-3569 

Pastor Melinda office hours: Tue, Wed, Thur 9AM-1PM 
Director of Music                                                                  Stephanie Limbert 
Organist                                                                                Sandra Bamberger 
Family and Youth Ministry Coordinator                                        Brandi Shoff 
                                                FamilyandYouthMinistry@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Missionaries in Costa Rica                                  Sally Jane and Crosby Johnson 
Early Learning Center Director                                                Allison Hartnett 
Admin Assistant                                                                Courtney Olschefski 
Office Email                                                          office@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Website:                                                                www.shilohuccyorkpa.org 
www.facebook.com/shilohuccyorkpa 

 

2251 Willow Road 
York Pa 17408 

mailto:FamilyandYouthMinistry@shilohuccyorkpa.org
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