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Welcome to Shiloh United Church of Christ 
Worship 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 7th 2025 @ 10:00 AM 

 

  MEDITATION Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. Where there is hatred, let me 
sow love.                                                                            ~ Francis of Assisi 

 

  PRELUDE  Alleluia, Lord Most High!  Taylor 
 

  WELCOME AND CONCERNS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: The prophet Isaiah declared that justice and peace shall come through 
the family of Jesse. 
All: This justice shall be for all of creation. 
One: Peace shall be established in all the world. 
All: Get ready! Prepare for God’s peace to reign! 
One: Blessed be God who does such wondrous things! 
All: On this Second Sunday in Advent, let us worship and praise God 
together! 

 

*HYMN   “O Come O Come Emmanuel”      #116 (vs. 1,5-7) 
 

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
One: Let us pray! 
Patient and loving God, we so easily launch ourselves in preparation 
for the secular festival of giving and parties; but we forget that the true 
preparation is the readiness of our hearts to receive you. Help us look 
again at our lives and turn them around so that they may be in tune 
with your will. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen! 

 

LIGHTING THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE THE PROMISE OF PEACE 
 

Reader: Advent reminds us that we are people who share a story, the story of 
Jesus, who enacts peace by judging in favor of the poor and deciding with equity 
for the meek of the earth. We long for the day when “the wolf shall live with the 
lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion will feed 
together, and a little child shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6). 

All: Today, we choose to live the story of peace, believing that true peace 
comes when we seek the flourishing of all God’s creation. 

Second Reader: We light this candle of peace as a sign of our commitment to 
bring Light to the places the world seeks to hide until that day when all creation 
lives together in harmony and abundance. 

(Light the second candle of the Advent wreath.) 
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  HYMN “One Candle is Lit”                           Pg 7 (vs.2) 
 

  CHILDREN’S SERMON 
All children of God who desire to come forward for the Children’s Sermon are welcomed. 
Parents are encouraged to accompany their young children during the message. 

 

*HYMN                       “Dona Nobis Pacem ” Pg 6 
 

  WITNESS TO OUR SACRED STORY 
First Reading: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13 

 

  CHANCEL CHOIR “Creation Will Be At Peace”               Page 
 

Third Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

  SERMON                                            “Peace”                   Pastor Melinda 
 

  PASTORAL PRAYER 
  SILENT PRAYER 
 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

  PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERING BEFORE GOD 
 

  INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
The Ruler of Peace coming, the prophet Isaiah says, and we await that Gift 
of God together; our gifts today in this season of waiting help us to 
strengthen one another and to offer hope to the world as we look forward to 
that great day of everlasting joy. Let us gather our gifts together and present 
them as an offering to God. 

 
 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “What Child is This”                #148  (Vs 3) 
Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrh; come, join in jubilation;  

The Holy child, though meek and mild, has come with God’s salvation. 
Raise, raise the song on high, the mother sings her lullaby;  

Joy , joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the child of Mary. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
One: Let us pray! 
We thank you, Holy One, for all your gifts, especially the gifts of 
prophecy, promise, and calls for preparation. As a thankful response to 
these gifts, we offer our belief, our commitments, and ourselves that 
we may hasten the time when all people will live in harmony and peace. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION  
(All are welcome to partake of communion) 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”    #345 (vs. 1,2) 
 

  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                      NCH #886 
 

  INVITATION 
One: Jesus Christ said: I am the bread of life.  You who come to me shall not 
hunger; you who believe in me shall never thirst. 
All: In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, we come to this 
table to know the risen Christ in the sharing of this life-giving bread. 
One: This table is for all Christians who wish to know the presence of Christ 
and to share in the community of God’s people. 

 

  CONFESSION OF SIN 
One: God is present to us, but we don’t always feel it.  God is good to us, 
but we can’t always accept it. Fact is, there are things within and around us 
that attempt to step between us and our relationship to God’s goodness. 
There are things that we think, things that we do, that act to separate us from 
God. The church calls that “sin.” 
All: God of all mercy, I confess that sin grips me and I cannot break 
free. The sin is in my mind, on my lips, in my acts done or even ignored 
and stands between me and you. My entire heart is not always yours. 
My love of neighbor falls short. In the name of Jesus, have mercy on 
me. Grant me your renewing forgiveness. Lead me on your paths of 
righteousness, and I shall delight in you, and I shall follow you, giving 
glory to your holy name. Through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

One: The God who gives, gives all. The God who loves, loves all. The God 
who forgives, forgives all. Through Christ, our sins, everyone one of them: 
the sins of commission, the sins of omission, the sins we confessed with 
contrition all are forgiven. 
All: By the grace of God, we are forgiven.  Alleluia! 

 

  EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (Please wave to one another) 
One: Let us greet each other in Christian Friendship.   
The peace of God be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

*HYMN “Let There Be Peace on Earth” #14 Special Hymnal 
 

  PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 

  SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
To demonstrate our unity in Christ, we will take the elements together. Please open the cup 
containing the bread first, then please open the juice. Thank you! 
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  PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
One: Let us pray! 
Gracious and loving God, you have made us one in the body of Christ, 
and nourished us at your table with holy food and drink. Thank you 
for feeding our hunger and relieving our thirst. Now send us into the 
world to do the work you have given us to do: to find the lost and lonely, 
to heal broken souls, to free prisoners, and make the powerful care. 
Grant us strength to persevere in resisting evil, and to proclaim in all 
we say and do your good news in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN    “There’s A Voice in the Wilderness”                          #120 
 

  BENEDICTION 
One: May the God of peace fill you with all joy in believing, that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Go in hope. Go in peace. 
Go in Christ's name. 
All: We go with God. Amen. 

 

  POSTLUDE  “Come, Thou Long- Expected Jesus”                Smith 
 

 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK 
Morning prayer (Adrian Rogers) 
Lord, thank you for your abundant, abounding grace. Thank you that we don’t 
have to earn a drop of the mighty river of grace that flows freely for us today. 
Thank you for the unexpected, unmerited favor you’ve showered on my life. 
Help me put myself in the path of your love and grace. Help me not neglect the 
disciplines I need to meet with you regularly and to drink from the water of life. 
Thank you for your rich love. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer (Julie Palmer) 
Bless us with rest tonight, O God, and a good night’s sleep. Forgive us for the 
things we did today that did not honor you. Thank you for loving us so much 
and that you know us through and through. We need your help every day, every 
hour. We thank you for the strength you give and for helping us know that with 
you, everything’s possible. Bless our family and our home, and keep us safe 
through the night. May your angels guard us and watch over us, just like you 
promised. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH 
 

Sandy Baboian, Julene Bechtel, Jim Sr. and Rosemary Bentzel, Rosabel 
Bentzel, Helen Byers, Judy Feeser, Dick & Helen Hodgson, Joe Jordan, 
Bev Kirk, Donna Krone, Elaine Krout, Dottie Limbert, Catherine 
Lochman, Arlene Myers, Charlotte Rohrbaugh, Cedric Simpson, Steve 
Snyder, Rick & Sue Trimble, Romaine Walton, Elva Winter, Gloria 
Melhorn , Noah Olschefski, Fay Myers 



6 

 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF THE VOLUNTEERS AND  
MUSICIANS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE WORSHIP SERVICE! 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: Presented in honor of our son Drew, daughter in law 
Janelle and grandson Collin by Jeanette and Bob Heilman. 
 

BULLETIN: To the Glory of God and in honor of the members who are 
helping to visit the shut-ins and taking altar flowers. They are a faithful and 
dedicated group of people. Judy Clark, George Flickinger, Penny Hombach, 
Donna Seifarth, and Linda Little. By Joyce Mummert 
 

LITURGIST: Bobby Limbert 
 

GREETERS: Cheryl and Jeff Hershey 
 

USHER: Deb Althoff 
 

NURSERY: Patti Goodyear & Kaitlin Rentzel 
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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here at Shiloh UCC, where God is still speaking.” 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

SUN  10:00 Worship 
  8:45  Wired Word (124) & Sunday School (202)  
  9:15 Coffee Connections (gallery) 
MON  10:30 Security Meeting (office) 
  5:30 Gospel Choir (100) 
  6:30 Consistory Meeting (202) 
TUES  8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
  6:00 Cub Scouts (100) 
  6:30 Engaging Woman (202) 
  8:00 Men’s Chorus 
WED  9:30 Bible Study (202) 
  5:00 TOPS (202) 
  7:00 Advent Study (202) 
THUR  6:30 Choirs 
  6:30  NA Group (100) 
FRI  4:30 Sunshine Class Cashew Making (100) 
SUN  10:00 Worship 
  *CHRISTMAS CAROLING* 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: 63 
 

THE CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor                                                            Rev. Melinda LaMontagne, Ph.D. 

pastormelinda@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
717-764-3569 

Pastor Melinda office hours: Tue, Wed, Thur 9AM-1PM 
Director of Music                                                                  Stephanie Limbert 
Organist                                                                                Sandra Bamberger 
Family and Youth Ministry Coordinator                                        Brandi Shoff 
                                                FamilyandYouthMinistry@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Missionaries in Costa Rica                                  Sally Jane and Crosby Johnson 
Early Learning Center Director                                                Allison Hartnett 
Admin Assistant                                                                Courtney Olschefski 
Office Email                                                          office@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Website:                                                                www.shilohuccyorkpa.org 
www.facebook.com/shilohuccyorkpa 
 

2251 Willow Road 
York Pa 17408 
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