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Welcome to Shiloh United Church of Christ 
Worship 

October 19th 2025 @ 10:00 AM 
 

MEDITATION 
“Reverence is a specific attitude toward something that is precious and valuable, toward 
someone who is superior. It is a salute of the soul; an awareness of value without 
enjoyment of that value or seeking any personal advantage from it. There is a unique 
kind of transparence about things and events. The world is seen through, and no veil 
can conceal God completely. So the pious man is ever alert to see behind the appearance 
of things a trace of the divine, and thus his attitude toward life is one of expectant 
reverence.”- Abraham Joshua Heschel: Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of Religion 
 

  PRELUDE                      “I Know Whom I Have Believed”                      Wilson 
 

  WELCOME AND CONCERNS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand if you are able) 
One: Come, all who need help! 
All: Our help comes from God, the One who made heaven and 
earth. 
One: Come, all who desire blessing! 
All: Our blessing comes from God, the God of Abraham, the 
God of the ages. 
One: Come, all who long for salvation! 
All: Our salvation comes from Jesus Christ, the One sent by 
God to save the world. Let us worship God! 
 

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
One: Let us pray! 
God of the ages, we come into this holy space asking for your 
blessing, only to find that the abundance of your love is already 
present with us. Open our eyes to see the blessing of your 
creation in the beauty that surrounds us. Open our ears to hear 
the blessing of your word, as it is proclaimed in story and song 
today. Open our hearts to experience the blessing of faith, 
through the gentle touch of a friend or the kind smile of a 
stranger. Open our doors, that we may become vessels of your 
blessing to a world still in need of your salvation. All this we pray 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*HYMN                                “We Worship You, God”                             #26 
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  UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
One: Let us pray! 
God of salvation, you shower our lives with love, yet we too often 
turn away from your blessing. It is just so easy to complain! 
There are little annoyances each day, but they pile up into a 
mountainous burden that becomes a curse on our lives. Free us 
from our unwise choices, O God! When we are distracted and 
confused, redirect our attention to the abundant opportunities to 
experience your love. Help us focus our hearts on you, that we 
may choose the blessing of salvation offered us each day through 
Jesus Christ, in whom we pray. Amen. 
 

  WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
One: God did not send Jesus into the world to condemn it, but that 
the world might be saved through him. Through the saving love of 
Jesus Christ, you are forgiven and blessed! 
All: Thanks be to God! Amen.  
 

  EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (Please wave to one another) 
One: God’s blessings are all around us, in all the families of the earth. 
As human beings created in God’s own image, we all carry a divine 
blessing. Knowing that, now turn to one another and offer these 
words: The peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

 

  CHILDREN’S SERMON (All children (including infants) and youth who desire to 
come forward for the Children’s Sermon are welcomed and encouraged to do so. 
Parent’s/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the children’s 
message.) 

 

   MUSIC                                     “Jesus Walks Beside Me”                         Video 
 

  WITNESS TO OUR SACRED STORY 
 

First Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
Second Reading: Luke 18:1-8 

 

  MEN’S CHORUS “Gentle Spirit”                                  Cox 
 

Third Reading: Psalm 121 
 

  SERMON                 “Help Is On the Way!”                  Pastor Melinda 
 

*HYMN                           “Spirit of the Living God”               #283 (Sing it twice) 
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 PASTORAL PRAYER 
  SILENT PRAYER 
  THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

  PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS BEFORE GOD 
  INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

Through this invitation to share our gifts, we acknowledge that God 
has blessed us abundantly, and that we are to be a blessing to the 
world. In the very act of giving, in every act of bestowing blessings on 
another, we find that we are blessed yet again. I encourage you now 
to enter fully into this amazing cycle of blessing. “Through Christ let 
us continually praise God and share what we have, for such sacrifices 
are pleasing to God.” 
 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE               “Doxology”                            #780 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
One: Let us pray! 
Merciful Lord, we offer our gifts and we offer our prayers, not 
trusting in our righteousness, but as those who know our own 
unworthiness and trust only in your love and grace. Keep from us 
any temptation to see ourselves as better than any other, 
remembering that you love us all equally, no matter where we are 
on life’s pilgrimage. We pray in Christ’s name. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                          “Be not Dismayed”                         #460 
 

  BENEDICTION  
As you leave this place, lift up your eyes to the Lord! The One who sent 
Jesus Christ, as salvation for all the world, will never desert you. The 
Lord will keep your going out and your coming in, from this time on, 
and forevermore. Go now in peace, with God’s blessing. Amen. 
 



5 

 

  POSTLUDE                              “Creation’s Praise”                              Eliot 
 

 

 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK 
 
Morning Prayer 
“This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24 
 
Dear God, 
I don’t know who or what will cross my path today. But I do know that 
you are my Rock and my Fortress. You are my Shield and my Strong 
Tower. Help me to anchor myself to you today. Teach me how to stand 
strong in you and choose only your way today. Help me walk by your 
truth and not my feelings. Help me to embrace anything that comes my 
way as an opportunity to see you at work and as an opportunity to point 
others to you. Thank you that you love me and nothing can ever take that 
away from me! In Jesus’ name. Amen. (Written by Wendy Blight) 
 
Evening Prayer  
“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each 
day has enough trouble of its own.” Matthew 6:34 
 
Grant me a good night’s sleep tonight, O God, so that I can awake 
refreshed and ready to begin another day loving. Please, watch over me 
and my loved ones. Thank you again for blessings so undeserved and too 
numerous to count. I love being your child, and I long for the word 
“faithful” to describe my service to you. When I awake in the morning, 
may it be with a joyful smile, not a grumpy spirit. May your protection 
and your presence bathe this place with peace and safety against the 
enemy. Good night, Lord. In Jesus’s name. Amen. (Rebecca Barlow 
Jordan) 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

 

Sandy Baboian, Julene Bechtel, Jim Sr. and Rosemary Bentzel, Rosabel 
Bentzel, Helen Byers, Judy Feeser, Dick & Helen Hodgson, Joe Jordan, 
Bev Kirk, Donna Krone, Elaine Krout, Dottie Limbert, Catherine 
Lochman, Arlene Myers, Charlotte Rohrbaugh, Cedric Simpson, Steve 
Snyder, Rick & Sue Trimble, Romaine Walton, Elva Winter, Gloria 
Melhorn , Noah Olschefski, Pat Myers 

 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF THE VOLUNTEERS AND  
MUSICIANS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE WORSHIP SERVICE! 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS: Presented in memory of Paul Waldron a 
loving husband, father and pop-pop by Stephanie Waldron 
 
VIDEO TEAM: Lew Wallace, Sallie Hagerman, Dani 
Bentzel, Matt Hildebrecht 
 
LITURGIST: Brad Jacobs 
 
GREETERS: Sally and Brian Curren 
 
USHER: Laura Andras 
 
NURSERY: Norina and Jim Bentzel Jr. 
 
COFFEE CONNECTION Katie Bentzel 
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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here at Shiloh UCC, where God is still speaking.” 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

SUN  10:00 Worship 
  8:45  Wired Word (124) 
  8:45 Sunday School (202)  
  9:15 Coffee Connections (gallery) 
  4-6 PM Fall Fest/Trunk or Treat 
MON  5:30 Gospel Choir (100) 
TUES  6:00 Cub Scouts (100) 
  6:00 Missions (Parlor) 
  6:30 Quilt Club (202) 
  7:00 Grief Group (Parlor) 
WED  9:30 Bible Study (202) 
  5:00 TOPS (202) 
THUR  6:30 NA Group (100) 
  6:30 Choirs/Handbell 
SUN  10:00 Worship 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: 57 
 

THE CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor                                                            Rev. Melinda LaMontagne, Ph.D. 

pastormelinda@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
717-764-3569 

Pastor Melinda office hours: Tue, Wed, Thur 9AM-1PM 
Director of Music                                                                  Stephanie Limbert 
Organist                                                                                Sandra Bamberger 
Family and Youth Ministry Coordinator                                        Brandi Shoff 
                                                FamilyandYouthMinistry@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Missionaries in Costa Rica                                  Sally Jane and Crosby Johnson 
Early Learning Center Director                                                Allison Hartnett 
Admin Assistant                                                                Courtney Olschefski 
Office Email                                                          office@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Website:                                                                www.shilohuccyorkpa.org 
www.facebook.com/shilohuccyorkpa 

2251 Willow Road 
York Pa 17408 
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