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WELCOME TO SHILOH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
WORSHIP SERVICE 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 13th 2026 @ 10AM 
 

  MEDITATION  
"We must develop and maintain the capacity to forgive.  

He who is devoid of the power to forgive is devoid of the power to love." 
~Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
  PRELUDE “Every Knee Shall Bow”                       Wagner 
 
  WELCOME AND CONCERNS 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand if you are able!) 
One: Sing songs of love, hope and peace. 
All: God’s love and power have lifted us up. 
One: Sing songs of mercy and grace. 
All: God’s mercy and forgiveness never end. 
One: Thanks be to God for all God’s love. 
All: Praise be to God for the healing power God extends to each one 
of us today. Let us worship God together!  
 
*HYMN             “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                #277  

 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION  

One: Let us pray! 
All: Almighty God, thank you for your great mercy and grace that 
draw us closer to your holiness each day. Flow through our 
worship and our lives with your holy presence and your forgiving 
grace, that we may be people of your love and gracious 
forgiveness. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  

  
 EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

(Please say “hello” to someone you don’t know yet! ) 
One: Let us greet each other in Christian Friendship. 
The peace of God be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

 

  CHILDREN’S SERMON     “Joseph Forgives His Brothers”      Video 
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(All children of God who desire to come forward for the Children’s Sermon are 
welcomed. Parents are encouraged to accompany their young children during the 
message.) 

 

 * HYMN                                          “Word of God Speak”                            CD 
 

DEDICATION & INSTALLATION OF  
CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS & OFFICERS 

(Teachers, officers, pianists and song leaders are invited forward) 
 

Pastor: On this Sunday we affirm that we are all both learners and 
teachers of the faith.  As the stories of Israel and the 
parables of Jesus remind us, our God is eager for 
relationship, seeking, finding and rejoicing in us. We are 
called, as disciples, to respond in kind and so we pray. 

 

People: As faithful learners, O God, may we seek you as you 
have sought us.  May we carefully search our world, 
light the dark corners, sweeping away all that hides 
you from us.  Help us to seek you, O God. 

 

Volunteers: As faithful teachers, officers, pianists, and song leaders, O God, may 
we find what we may have overlooked.  May we put aside the mass 
of details, so that we can notice the one thing that really matters.  
Help us to find you, O God. 

 

Pastor: As faithful Christian Education volunteers and learners, O 
God, may we rejoice as we grow in your love and love for 
each other.  May we celebrate the value of each of us and 
the worth of all of us, seeking your wisdom, mercy, and 
love all around us. 

 

People: We rejoice in you, O God.  Amen. 
 

  WITNESS TO OUR SACRED STORY 
 

First Reading: Exodus 15:1b-11,20-21 
     Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

Third Lesson: Genesis 50:15-21 
 

SERMON                                          “Be Kind!”                           Pastor Melinda 
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*HYMN                            “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                   #506 
 

  PASTORAL PRAYER  
  SILENT PRAYER  
  THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS BEFORE GOD 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
God is always with us, not just when everything seems clear and times are 
good, but also when we struggle with questions and doubt. When we cry 
out to God, our prayers are heard. When the world cries out to God, we 
are part of God’s answer, offering water in the desert, offering 
nourishment to a world that is spiritually hungry. Our gifts this morning 
are our answer to God’s own goodness. Let us gather our gifts together 
and offer them to God in gratitude and praise. 
 

OFFERTORY               “Oh Lord, Thou Art My God and King”            Broughton 
 

DOXOLOGY (#780) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, You heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
One: Let us pray! 
All: Generous God, you have given so much to us in love and joy 
– every good thing in our life reflects your caring. Even in the 
giving of our offerings, we have tried to give our best, but know 
we could do more. In a world where forgiveness has become a 
rare commodity, it is often an asset we hold back to maintain 
power over one another. Help us to hear your call to the 
generosity of forgiveness. May we learn to give that to others 
with your extravagance! We pray this in Jesus’ name, who gave 
all. Amen. 
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*CLOSING HYMN         “How Great Thou Art”                     Insert 
 

*BENEDICTION (Traditional Blessing, www.faithandworship.com) 
 

One:  May there always be work for your hands to do. 
May your purse always hold a coin or two. 
May the sun always shine upon your window pane. 
May a rainbow be certain to follow each rain. 
May the hand of a friend always be near to you and 
May God fill your heart with gladness to cheer you. 

All:  Amen.  
 
  POSTLUDE                              “Our Refuge and Strength”              Broughton 
 

 

THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPPING WITH US TODAY!    
PLEASE COME AGAIN SOON! 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Morning Prayer  (Attributed to Augustine of Hippo, 354-430) 
Loving God, to turn away from you is to fall, 
to turn towards you is to rise, 
and to stand before you is to live forever. 
Grant us, dear God, in all our work, your help; 
in all our uncertainties, your guidance; 
in all our dangers, your protection; 
and in all our sorrows, your peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.faithandworship.com/


6 

 

Evening Prayer (https://www.pray.com/articles/five-powerful-night-prayers) 
 
“In peace, I will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make me 
dwell in safety” (Psalm 4:8). 
Almighty God, I can’t sleep. I’m tossing and turning again. I’m so thankful 
You never grow weary, and You never sleep. I’m thankful that You are 
here with me right now, even when my mind won’t stop churning, and 
my head won’t stop spinning. I need You, Good Shepherd, because 
counting sheep doesn’t work. Would you comfort my heart, as only You 
can? Will You rescue me from my own spiral of thoughts? For I know 
that when I trust in You, peace like a river overflows my soul, and I can 
praise You in advance for sweet rest. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 

 
PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

 

Sandy Baboian, Julene Bechtel, Rosemary Bentzel, Rosabel Bentzel, 
Helen Byers, Judy Feeser, Donald Hess, Dick & Helen Hodgson, Joe 
Jordan, Bev Kirk, Donna Krone, Elaine Krout, Catherine Lochman, 
Charlotte Rohrbaugh, Cedric Simpson, Steve Snyder, Rick & Sue 
Trimble, Romaine Walton, Gloria Melhorn, Fay Myers, Jason Myers 

 
PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO GRIEVE FOR THEIR LOVED ONES 

 

The Hess Family, The Bentzel Family 

 

 

 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF THE VOLUNTEERS 

AND MUSICIANS WHO CONTRIBUTED  

TO THE WORSHIP SERVICE! 
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BULLETIN: 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  Presented to the Glory of God and in honor of 
Sue’s father and in memory of her mother and Rick’s parents by Sue and 
Rick Trimble. 
 
VIDEO TEAM: Lew Wallace, Sallie Hagerman, Dani Bentzel, Matt 

Hildebrecht, Jaron Flickinger, Kaiden Tredway 

 

LITURGIST: Brian Curren 

 
GREETERS: Cheryl and Jeff Hershey 
 
USHER: Bob Myers 
 
NURSERY: John Reiber and Nathan Limbert 
 
COFFEE CONNECTIONS: 
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“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here at Shiloh UCC, where God is still speaking.” 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

SUN  10:00 Worship 
  8:45 Wired Word (124) 
  8:45  Sunday School (202)  
  9:15 Coffee Connections (gallery) 
MON  5:30 Gospel Choir (100) 
  6:30 Consistory (202) 
TUES  6:00 Cub Scouts (100) 
  6:30 Quilt Club (202) 
WED  7:30 Soup Prep 
  9:30 Bible Study (202) 
  5:00 TOPS (202)) 
THURS  10:30 Our Daily Bread 
  6:30 Choirs 
  6:30  NA Group (100) 
FRI  OFFICE CLOSED 
  9:00 Woman’s Social Bfast 
SUN  10:00 Worship 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: 60 
 

 

THE CHURCH STAFF 
 

Pastor                                                      Rev. Melinda LaMontagne, Ph.D. 
Email                                             pastormelinda@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Phone                                                                                717-764-3569 
Pastor Melinda office hours:   Tues., Wed. and Thurs.  9AM-1PM 
Director of Music                                                      Stephanie Limbert 
Organist                                                                     Sandra Bamberger 
Costa Rica                                              Sally Jane and Crosby Johnson 
Early Learning Center Director                                  Allison Hartnett 
Admin Assistant                                                    Courtney Olschefski 
Office Email                                               office@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Website:                                                      
www.shilohuccyorkpa.orgwww.facebook.com/shilohuccyorkpa 

 

mailto:pastormelinda@shilohuccyorkpa.org
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