
1 

 

 



2 

 

Welcome to Shiloh United Church of Christ 
Worship 

September 14th @  10:00AM 
 

  MEDITATION   “Our goal should be to live life in radical amazement. ....get up in 
the morning and look at the world in a way that takes nothing for granted. Everything 
is phenomenal; everything is incredible; never treat life casually. To be spiritual is to be 
amazed.”                                     ~ Abraham Joshua Heschel 

 

  PRELUDE   “He Cares for Me”             Ellis 
 

  WELCOME AND CONCERNS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand if you are able) 
One: God calls to the lost, the least, and all who long for home; 
All: God calls us when we wander from the path chosen for us 
and waste the gifts we have been given. 
One: God calls and welcomes us back to worship this day. 
All: We come home to God this morning. Let us worship God 
together! 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
One: Let us pray! 
Living and loving God, thank you for seeking out your lost sheep. 
Thank you for gathering us here like a good shepherd. Thank 
you for comforting us and giving us encouragement. Inspire us 
through your Word so that we may do your will. Find us in this 
hour, and fill us so fully with your love – that we never want to 
get lost again. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

*HYMN                   “I Come to the Garden Alone”                        #237 
 

  UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Gracious God, we find it difficult at times to place our trust in 
you. Too often we look at the world, and see only signs of 
hopelessness and despair. Too often we rely on our own strength, 
our own plans, and our own devices, rather than trusting in your 
hand to hold us, your love to sustain us. Forgive us, Holy One. 
Help us turn to you when we are lost, that we might find our way 
back home. Help us put our trust in you, that the love that was 
in Jesus may shine in our lives for all to see. In His name we pray. 
Amen. 
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  WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Jesus said, “there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents, than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 
repentance.” My friends, experience God’s forgiveness and joy— gifts 
that lead us to new life! 

 
  EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (Please wave to one another) 

One: Like a waterfall that descends down the mountain, open your 
hearts to receive God’s abundant love in Jesus. Share this abundance 
now with one another! The peace of God be with you! 
All: And also with you. 
 

  CHILDREN’S SERMON (All children (including infants) and youth who desire to   
come forward for the Children’s Sermon are welcomed and encouraged to do so. 
Parent’s/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the children’s message.) 
 

*HYMN “In Christ Alone” CD 
 

Dedication & installation of church school teachers & officers 
(Teachers, officers, pianists and song leaders are invited forward) 

 

Pastor:   On this Sunday, we affirm that we are all both learners and 
teachers of the faith. As the stories of Israel and the parables of Jesus 
remind us, our God is eager for relationship, seeking, finding and rejoicing 
in us. We are called, as disciples, to respond and so we pray: 
 

All: Gracious God, as faithful learners, may we seek you as you have 
sought us. May we carefully search our world, light the dark corners, 
sweeping away all that hides you from us. Help us to seek you, O 
God! 
 

Volunteers:  Gracious God, as your faithful followers, teachers, officers, pianists, and 
song leaders here at Shiloh UCC, we ask you to help us find the meaning of our service. 
May we put aside the mass of details, so that we can notice the One thing that really 
matters: help us to find you, O God!  
 

All: Help us to seek you, O God. 
 

Volunteers: Gracious God, as faithful volunteers and learners, may we rejoice, as we 
grow in your love and love for each other. May we celebrate the value of each person, 
and the worth of all of us, seeking your Kingdom, mercy, and love all around us.  
 

All: We rejoice in you, O God. Thank you for your faithful servants. 
Thank you for all the volunteers at Shiloh UCC. Amen. 
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  WITNESS TO OUR SACRED STORY 
 
First Reading: Exodus 32:7-14 
Second Reading: Psalm 51:1-10 
 
Third Lesson: Luke 15:1-10 
 

  SERMON                          “Are You Lost?”                    Pastor Melinda 
 
*HYMN                                       “Softly and Tenderly”                             #449 
 
  PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
  SILENT PRAYER 
 
  THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

  PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS BEFORE GOD 
 

  INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, we have received so much from God — 
grace, mercy, abundance, the love of Christ, and the gift of life itself. In 
our worship, we praise God and give God thanks for these gifts. Let us 
now offer what we can, as a way of saying, “Thank you.” In gratitude 
for God’s generosity, let us share God’s abundance with one another. 

 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “Doxology”  #780 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
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*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

One: Let us pray! 
All: Loving God, we thank you for these gifts and ask that they 
be used to help the needy in our community and throughout the 
world. As we offer you these gifts, we offer ourselves as well, that 
together we might transform the world with your grace and love. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN    “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”           #252 
 

  BENEDICTION 
One: My friends, go into the world: knowing that it is God who loves 
us, Christ who strengthens us, and the Holy Spirit who empowers us 
for service. Go in peace and joy! 
All: Amen! 
 

  POSTLUDE         “Happy Are They Who Walk With the Lord”        Gawthrop 
 

WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT YOU JOINED US 

FOR WORSHIP TODAY! PLEASE COME AGAIN! 

 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK: 
Morning Prayer   
Dear God, Thank you for another day. Please watch over my family and 
friends. Lead our feet this day, so that we may follow in your footsteps. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
“I have set the LORD always before me. Because He is at my right hand, I will not 
be shaken.” Psalm 16:8 
 
Evening Prayer (By Rebecca Barlow Jordan) 
Lord Jesus Christ, Bless us with rest tonight, and a good night’s sleep. 
Forgive us for the things we did today that did not honor you. Thank you 
for loving us fully. Thank you that you know us through and through. We 
need your help every day and every hour. We thank you for the strength 
you give us and for helping us know that with you, even hard things are 
possible. Bless our family and our home, and keep us safe through the 
night. May your angels guard us and watch over us, just like you promised. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH 
 

Sandy Baboian, Julene Bechtel, Jim Sr. and Rosemary Bentzel, Rosabel 
Bentzel, Helen Byers, Judy Feeser, Dick & Helen Hodgson, Brad 
Jacobs, Joe Jordan, Bev Kirk, Donna Krone, Elaine Krout, Dottie 
Limbert, Catherine Lochman, Arlene Myers, Charlotte Rohrbaugh, 
Cedric Simpson, Steve Snyder, Rick & Sue Trimble, Romaine Walton, 
Elva Winter, Jane Harrison, Gloria Melhorn 

 
 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF THE VOLUNTEERS AND  

MUSICIANS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE WORSHIP SERVICE! 
 

 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS: Presented to the Glory of God 
and in honor of our daughter and son in law’s (Jennifer and 
Paul Whitney) 26th Wedding Anniversary on September 11th 
and in memory of our dad’s (Melvin Long) 98th birthday on 
September 24th by Debie and Bob Myers. 
 
VIDEO TEAM: Lew Wallace, Sallie Hagerman, Dani 

Bentzel, Matt Hildebrecht,  

 

LITURGIST: Linda Little 

 
GREETERS: Melinda and David Kreiser 
 
USHER: Linda Little 
 
NURSERY: Norina and Jim Bentzel  
 
COFFEE CONNECTIONS: Katie Bentzel 
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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here at Shiloh UCC, where God is still speaking.” 

THIS WEEK 

SUN  10:00 Worship 
  8:45 Wired Word (124) & Sunday School (202) 
  9:15 Coffee Connections (gallery) 
MON  5:30  Gospel Choir 
TUES  8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
  6:00 Cub Scouts (100) 
  6:00 Missions (Parlor) 
  6:30 Quilt Club (202) 
  7:00 Grief Group (Parlor) 
WED  7:30 Soup Prep 
  9:30 Bible Study (202) 
  5:00 TOPS (202) 
THUR  10:30 Our Daily Bread 
  6:30 Choirs 
  6:30 NA Group 
FRI  9:00 Woman’s Social Breakfast 
SUN  10:00 Worship 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: 76 

THE CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor                                                             Rev. Melinda LaMontagne, Ph.D. 

pastormelinda@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
717-764-3569 

Pastor Melinda office hours:  Tues., Wed., and Thurs 9AM-1PM 
Director of Music                                                                  Stephanie Limbert 
Organist                                                                                Sandra Bamberger 
Family and Youth Ministry Coordinator                                        Brandi Shoff 
                                                FamilyandYouthMinistry@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Missionaries in Costa Rica                                  Sally Jane and Crosby Johnson 
Early Learning Center Director                                                Allison Hartnett 
 

Admin Assistant                                                                Courtney Olschefski 
Office Email                                                          office@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Website:                                                                www.shilohuccyorkpa.org 

www.facebook.com/shilohuccyorkpa 
 

2251 Willow 
 Road York Pa 17408 
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