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Welcome to Shiloh United Church of Christ 
Worship 

September 21st @ 10:00AM 
 

  MEDITATION    
"We must develop and maintain the capacity to forgive. He who is devoid of the power 
to forgive is devoid of the power to love." ~Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

  PRELUDE   “How Firm a Foundation”        Hayes 
 

  WELCOME AND CONCERNS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand if you are able) (2018, Nathan Decker) 
One: Welcome Home! Welcome to your spiritual home!  
All: Home is not a building or a place we meet. 
One: Home is not just where we came from. 
All: Home is more than people and memories. 
One: Home is more than sentimentality or traditions. 
All: Home is toys on the floor. 
One: Home is a mess in the kitchen. 
All: Home is a welcome at the door. 
One: Home is a hug of acceptance. 
All: Home is seeing where God is leading us and going there 
together. 
One: Welcome home to Shiloh UCC, where we welcome children and 
adults, rich and poor, people of all backgrounds; where we care for 
each other, and learn how to love. Welcome Home! 
All: Home is where we are better together. We give thanks to God 
for Shiloh UCC. Let us worship God together!  
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
One: Let us pray! 
Almighty God, as we wander in the wilderness of our lives, lead 
us with your cloud by day and with your pillar of fire by night. 
Guide us on this spiritual pilgrimage that we may never lose our 
way. Bless us with your presence, Holy One, that we may know 
the strength of your hand and the tender mercy of your love. Feed 
us with your bread from heaven, that we may taste your Spirit and 
shout your praises. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.   
 

*HYMN      “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing!”    #459(vs. 1&3) 
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  UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Loving God, oh how we struggle to forgive wholly and fully. We 
hold onto grudges. We resist your work to bind us together. Even 
though we know you have forgiven us in Jesus Christ, we are slow 
to forgive each other. Thank you for demonstrating such 
forgiveness by graciously extending it to us. Help us to let go of 
bitterness.  We have received grace; help us to share it with each 
other. Change our hearts, O God, and grant us Christ’s 
willingness to forgive. Forgive us for these and all our sins. Strip 
our hearts of anger, and replace it with joy. In Jesus' name we 
pray. Amen.”   

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Rom. 8:34; 2 Cor. 5:17) 
One: Hear the good news! 
Jesus Christ died for us, 
He rose for us, 
He reigns in power for us, 
He prays for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
All: Thanks be to God! 

 

  EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (Please wave to one another) 
 One: Let us greet each other in Christian Friendship. The peace of 
God be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 

  CHILDREN’S SERMON (All children (including infants) and youth who desire to   
come forward for the Children’s Sermon are welcomed and encouraged to do so. 
Parent’s/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the children’s message.) 
 

*HYMN “Pure Joy” CD 
 

  WITNESS TO OUR SACRED STORY 
 

First Reading: Psalm 113: 
Second Reading: Luke 16:1-13 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR                             “Song Of Fellowship”                  Besig 
 

Third Lesson: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
 

  SERMON                                  “Pray!”                         Pastor Melinda 
 

*HYMN                                         “Here I Am, Lord”                              Insert 



4 

 

  PASTORAL PRAYER 
  SILENT PRAYER 
 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

  PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS BEFORE GOD 
 

  INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
God is always with us; not just when everything seems clear and times are 
good, but also when we struggle with questions and doubt. When we cry 
out to God, our prayers are heard. When the world cries out to God, we 
are part of God’s answer, offering water in the desert, offering 
nourishment to a world that is spiritually hungry. Our gifts this morning 
are our answer to God’s own goodness. Let us gather our gifts together 
and offer them to God in gratitude and praise. 
 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “Doxology”  #780 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above you heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

Generous God, you have given so much to us in love and joy – 
every good thing in our life reflects your caring. Even in the 
giving of our offerings, we have tried to give our best, but know 
we could do more. In a world where forgiveness has become a 
rare commodity, it is often an asset we hold back to maintain 
power over one another. Help us to hear your call to the 
generosity of forgiveness. May we learn to give that to others 
with your extravagance! We pray this in Jesus’ name, who gave 
all. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                  “Be Not Dismayed”                   #460 
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  BENEDICTION  
One: Go in confidence and peace,  
joyfully serving the Lord who walks with you.  
Bring hope to the hopeless,  
joy to those who sorrow,  
peace to the afflicted.  
Be true witnesses to the love of God through Jesus Christ.  
All: Amen. 

 

  POSTLUDE                                        “Praise God!”                          Livingston 
 

WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT YOU JOINED US 

FOR WORSHIP TODAY! PLEASE COME AGAIN! 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK: 
Morning Prayer   
(Attributed to Augustine of Hippo, 354-430) 
Loving God, to turn away from you is to fall, 
to turn towards you is to rise, 
and to stand before you is to live forever. 
Grant us, dear God, in all our work, your help; 
in all our uncertainties, your guidance; 
in all our dangers, your protection; 
and in all our sorrows, your peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer  
During an epidemic (Christoffer Dahl [1758-1809] in Den Svenska Psalmboken 
[1819]. Translated from the Swedish by Carol M. Norén) 
 

Almighty God, you have dominion over life and death. We beseech you, 
let us not all be destroyed. Hear our cry and look upon the needs of the 
sick, the dying, and one another: so many we cannot number them. You 
who are our aid, turn away this plague. Keep us in your care, you who 
love what you have created, and give comfort and strength to those whom 
you chasten. You who are father to the fatherless, the refuge and defender 
of widows, soothe the stricken and the suffering; lighten the heart of the 
oppressed. Merciful God, let your consolation never be taken from the 
afflicted. Make us content in your will, and prepare us with your Word. 
Let us run our course with patience and hope, and finally, with sin’s 
contagion washed away, take us to abide in your arms forever, through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH 
 

Sandy Baboian, Julene Bechtel, Jim Sr. and Rosemary Bentzel, Rosabel 
Bentzel, Helen Byers, Judy Feeser, Dick & Helen Hodgson, Brad 
Jacobs, Joe Jordan, Bev Kirk, Donna Krone, Elaine Krout, Dottie 
Limbert, Catherine Lochman, Arlene Myers, Charlotte Rohrbaugh, 
Cedric Simpson, Steve Snyder, Rick & Sue Trimble, Romaine Walton, 
Elva Winter, Gloria Melhorn, Noah Olschefski 

 
 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF THE VOLUNTEERS AND  

MUSICIANS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE WORSHIP SERVICE! 
 

 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS: Presented to the Glory and in 
honor of Sue’s father and in memory of Sue’s mother and 
Rick’s parents by Sue and Rick Trimble 
 

VIDEO TEAM: Lew Wallace, Sallie Hagerman, Dani 

Bentzel, Matt Hildebrecht,  
 

LITURGIST: Jane Harrison 
 

GREETERS: Michael & Laura Andras 
 

USHER: Jessie Sechriest 
 

NURSERY: Patti Goodyear 
 

COFFEE CONNECTIONS: Patti Goodyear 
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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here at Shiloh UCC, where God is still speaking.” 

THIS WEEK 

SUN  10:00 Worship 
  8:45 Wired Word (124) & Sunday School (202) 
  9:15 Coffee Connections (gallery) 
MON  5:30  Gospel Choir 
TUES  6:00 Cub Scouts (100) 
  8:00 Men’s Chorus 
WED  9:30 Bible Study (202) 
  5:00 TOPS (202) 
THUR  6:30 Choirs 
  6:30 NA Group 
SUN  10:00 Worship 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK: 71 

THE CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor                                                             Rev. Melinda LaMontagne, Ph.D. 

pastormelinda@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
717-764-3569 

Pastor Melinda office hours:  Tues., Wed., and Thurs 9AM-1PM 
Director of Music                                                                  Stephanie Limbert 
Organist                                                                                Sandra Bamberger 
Family and Youth Ministry Coordinator                                        Brandi Shoff 
                                                FamilyandYouthMinistry@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Missionaries in Costa Rica                                  Sally Jane and Crosby Johnson 
Early Learning Center Director                                                Allison Hartnett 
 

Admin Assistant                                                                Courtney Olschefski 
Office Email                                                          office@shilohuccyorkpa.org 
Website:                                                                www.shilohuccyorkpa.org 

www.facebook.com/shilohuccyorkpa 
 

2251 Willow 
 Road York Pa 17408 
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